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Together they visited Tung T'ing, where he was entertained
with wonderful feasts too numerous to mention. Later they lived
for forty years on the shore of the Southern Sea, where the in-
habitants were all amazed at Yi's retention of his remarkably
youthful appearance.
In the K'ai Yuan period (713-741) the Emperor, having become
interested in the art of long life possessed by the immortals, sent
emissaries all over the empire to seek out men versed in the se-
crets of immortality. To avoid a summons to court, Yi and his wife
returned to Tung T'ing and for more than ten years no one
knew where they were.
Toward the end of the K'ai Yuan period, Hsueh Ku, a cousin
of Yi, was on his way to the Southeast, after having been relieved
of his offce as mayor of the metropolitan area. One day as he was
crossing Tung T'ing, a mountain suddenly appeared out of the
distant waves. The boatmen became uneasy, saying, "There is no
mountain in that direction as far as we know. We are afraid that
it must be a mirage created by some water sprite."
Presently the mountain drew near and a gaily decorated boat
sailed forth from the mountain and headed straight in Ku's direc-
tion. When it came within hailing distance, a man shouted to
him, saying, "Mr. Liu has come to pay his respects to you." Re-
calling suddenly his cousin, Ku got into the boat and was soon
at the foot of the mountain. There he found a palace constructed
much in the same fashion as found among men. In the palace he
found Yi, with musicians ranged before him and such a marvelous
array of pearls and gems behind him, as are never found in equal
splendor in the world of man. In speech Yi had grown wiser and
in appearance younger.
He met Ku at the foot of the steps and said, taking his hands,
"It has been but a twinkling since we last met, yet how gray
your hair has already become!" Ku answered, laughing, "You are
now, elder brother, an immortal while I have become a mere bag
of rotted bones. Such is fate." Yi then brought out fifty pills and
gave them to Ku, saying, "Each of these pills will give you an
additional year of life. Come again when you have exhausted